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In the cloud-washed airspace between the cornfields of Illinois and blue infinity, a man puts his faith

in the propeller of his biplane. For disillusioned writer and itinerant barnstormer Richard Bach, belief

is as real as a full tank of gas and sparks firing in the cylinders...until he meets Donald

Shimoda--former mechanic and self-described messiah who can make wrenches fly and Richard's

imagination soar....In Illusions, the unforgettable follow-up to his phenomenal bestseller Jonathan

Livingston Seagull, Richard Bach takes to the air to discover the ageless truths that give our souls

wings: that people don't need airplanes to soar...that even the darkest clouds have meaning once

we lift ourselves above them... and that messiahs can be found in the unlikeliest places--like hay

fields, one-traffic-light midwestern towns, and most of all, deep within ourselves.
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I've probably purchased and given over 50 copies of this book to people who don't seem to

understand the power they have to change their own lives. This book was originally published in

1977 and its still around 30 years later, that tells you something. The first person I helped with it was

me. The theme of the book is personal power. The point of view is "What if Jesus has just said 'No'!"



to his calling as the Messiah. Ever think about that? He did have a choice you know, otherwise there

would have been no need for temptations to infest his short life. That being said, this book is nothing

about any church or even the point of view of a particular faith. Its about a guy who incarnates as a

Messiah, but just says no to that calling, thus becoming a loner and a wanderer because people

keep finding out about his powers. He runs into a cynic (the author) and the two decide to pal

around together. It's a must read. I've read it half a dozen times myself and you don't need a high

school degree to understand it. If you are stuck (job, relationship, drugs, alcohol, whatever) and are

unhappy, this little book will get you all the answers you need to change that condition. You

probably will not realize the full extent of its teaching until later, but this is Bach at his best. If I had

one book to recommend, and could only choose one book in the world, I would choose this one.

That's right, even before the Scriptures, because this book people will read and understand. This

book isn't full of thee, thou, thy, and begot. It's simple to the point fiction that's a fun read. I first read

this book in 1984 and still learn from it. I also captured 3 college degrees along the way, a beautiful

wife and two lovely children. Not things my parents would have predicted based on my childhood

antics.
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